SKETCH OF SUMNEE                        5
now so much gloried in, without apparently knowing
that they had any peculiar method at all. Professor
Sumner has often declared in public that, as a teacher,
he is deeply indebted to the sound traditions which he
derived from these two men.
He graduated from Yale College in 1863, and in the
summer of that year went to Europe. He spent the
winter of 18C3-1864 in Geneva, studying French and
Hebrew with private instructors. He was at G<5ttingen
for the next two years, studying ancient languages,
history, especially church history, and biblical science.
In answer to some questions, Professor Sumner has
replied as follows:
"My first interest in political economy came from Harriet
Martineau's * Illustrations of Political Economy/ I came upon
lh<!Kc by chance, in the library of the Young Men's Institute
at Hartford* when I was thirteen or fourteen years old. I read
them all through with the greatest avidity, some of them
three or four times. There was very little literature at that
time with which these books could connect. My teachers
could not help me any, and there were no immediate relations
between the topics of these books and any public interests of
the time. We supposed then that free trade had sailed out
upon the smooth sea, and was to go forward without further
difficulty, HO that what one learned of the fallacies of protec-
tion had only the same interest as what one learns about the
fallacies of tiny old and abandoned error- In college we read
and recited WayloncTs * Political Economy/ but I believe that
my conceptions of capital, labor, money, and trade, were all
formed by theme books which I read in my boyhood* In college
the intoreftt was turned rather on the political than on the
economic element. It seemed to me then, however* that the
war* with the paper money and the high taxation, must cer-
tainly bring about immense social changes and social problems,
especially making the rich richer and the poor poorer, and